
For its second edition,  the EFFERVESCENCE Pan-Canadian Start-up Pitch
Competition for start-ups will fuel the rise of Canadian start-ups whose innovations
aim to transform the field of life sciences and health technologies (LSHT).

The 10 start-ups selected as finalists will get the opportunity to present their pitch
before the EFFERVESCENCE participants during a virtual session open to the public.
The pitches will be judged by an international panel of judges, each of whom is a
recognized expert or investor in the field of LSHT from Canada, the US and Europe.
The evaluation by the jury members will take the form of constructive advice and
possible solutions to be explored to allow the entrepreneurial team to push its project
even further.

The 10 finalists will benefit from a unique visibility with a diverse audience comprised
of investors, entrepreneurs, researchers, and industry members, all brought together
at EFFERVESCENCE to discover the most promising opportunities for collaboration
and create the future of life sciences. In this new edition, finalists will also benefit from
the additional opportunity to pitch and receive a first round of feedback in private
from the members of the jury.

Eligibility criteria
for start-ups

Biopharmaceuticals;
Medical Technologies;
Biotechnology (human and
animal health);
Digital health;
Artificial intelligence applied
to LHST.

The goal of the
EFFERVESCENCE Pan-
Canadian Startup Pitch
Competition is to showcase the
most transformative innovations
developed by Canadian start-
ups seeking to make
breakthroughs in the SVTS
community, which includes the
following sectors :

Be a Canadian start-up at
an early stage of
development;
Demonstrate strong growth
potential ;
Not have already received
significant investment,
given the stage of
development of their
product in the sector in
which they operate.

To be eligible, applicants must: 

Prizes

$10,000 Prize sponsored by adMare BioInnovations;
$10,000 Prize sponsored by the Fonds de solidarité FTQ;
$ 3,000 Coup de Coeur Prizes sponsored by Desjardins;
Discovery Passes to the BIO2022 conference in San Diego and the MedTech
conference in Boston;
Several other cash and in-kind prizes to be announced shortly.

The winning teams will be offered cash prizes and a plethora of services from our
sponsors, further contributing to their transformative innovation momentum, including
(but not limited to!):

Evaluation criteria

Degree of technological innovation: the start-up is working on a world-class
technological innovation that has the potential to transform the LSHT community;
Unmet need: the solution satisfies a significant unmet need;
Differentiation: the project and the technology stand out from the competition;
Innovative business model: the strategies planned by the start-up to reach its
target market are relevant and take into account the entire ecosystem to better
integrate therein;
The team: the start-up team has relevant and complementary expertise and
experience.

Applications will be evaluated based on the following five (5) criteria:
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About EFFERVESCENCE - The Future of Life Sciences
EFFERVESCENCE is a distinctive and unifying event for the entire life sciences and health technology
ecosystem. Focusing on the future of life sciences, the event's programming offers a multidisciplinary and
avant-garde vision of the sector. EFFERVESCENCE offers researchers, companies and players in the life
sciences sector a unique opportunity to meet people, build business relationships, participate in inspiring
conferences and discover what's new in the industry, all in an experiential and stimulating universe for
participants. 

Co-created by 14 partners in 2019, the 1st edition brought together 550 participants, including 116
speakers. More than 225 B2B meetings were recorded on the event's platform. 

EFFERVESCENCE 2022 brings together 17 organizing partners, and will be held from May 10 to 12, 2022
at the Bonsecours Market in Montreal. 

Fore more information, visit effervescencemtl.com ! 

Winner selection and pitch competition

Finalists will receive notice of their selection by the week of April 18th.
During the week of April 25th, finalists will have the opportunity to present their 3-minute pitch and receive feedback privately
from jury members to improve their pitch and take their thinking even further.
On May 5th, there will be a session scheduled to record the final versions of the finalists’ 3-minute pitches. 
On May 12th, the final 3-minute pitches from the 10 finalists will be broadcast live at the event and online on the
EFFERVESCENCE platform. The jury and the finalists will then have up to 5 minutes to exchange their comments and questions
following the pitches. 
Winners of the Grand Prizes and of the Coup de Coeur prizes will be announced live at EFFERVESCENCE.

The 10 finalists will be selected based on the excellence of their application by a preselection committee comprised of
multidisciplinary experts from across Canada. The subsequent steps are as follows:

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
Finalists are required to be available on May 5th and from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. EST on the day of the event (May 12)

Submitting your application
Submit your application by completing the online form: https://forms.gle/2jJpBxeEKyCCvKKv5

You will be asked to upload your pitch deck to your online application. 

Your start-up’s pitch will be presented to the jury of the EFFERVESCENCE pan-Canadian start-up pitch competition, which
includes experts from outside Quebec; therefore, we recommend presenting material in English to fully benefit from their
feedback.

The deadline to apply is Monday, March 28, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. EST. 
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